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M ohegans helping 
Wisconsin tribe 
develop casino resort 

The M ohegan Tribe has entered into an 
agreement with the M enomineeTribe of 
Wisconsin to assist in the development of a 
gaming and entertainment resort in 
Kenosha, Wis., between Chicago and M il- 
waukee. 

M ohegan Tribal C hairman M ark F. Brown 
said M enomineeTribal C hairwoman Joan 
Delabreau contacted him several months 
ago asking if the M ohegans would consider 
helping her tribe expand its gaming opera- 
tions. The M enomineeTribe currently oper- 
ates a small casino, bingo hall and hotel on 
its reservation in Keshena in northern Wis- 
consin. 

In addition to being an investment oppor- 
tunity, this project gives the M ohegan Tribe 
the opportunity to share its business expert- 
ise with another Indian nation. 

"It's a good feeling to work out this 
arrangement with the M enomineeTribe," 
said C hairman Brown. "It fits the plan for 
the federal I ndian G aming Regulatory Act in 
that tribes are helping other tribes become 
successful in other parts of the country." 

The M enominees have assembled a local and 

See M a nominee on page 9 
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as a shining symbol of a 
world-renown casino resort. 
Please see more 10th 
anniversary photos . 
on pages 6 and 7. 




Andy Roddick, the third-ranked 
player in the world, prepares to 
serve during his Davis Cup match. 
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By Jonathan S. H amilton 

T he D avis C up, one of the oldest 
and most prestigious tennis tro- 
phies for which players from 
around the world have competed 
since 1900, made its debut at 
M ohegan Sun Arena on Feb. 6 to 
8. It was only the second time that 
this international tennis event has 
been held in Connecticut. 

D rawing over 16,000 fansfor the 
three-day event, the U .S. D avis 
Cup team overpowered Austria in a 
first-round match, 5-0. In addition 
to the impressive victory for the 
U nited States, the D avis C up 


featured historic moments by the 
talented American Andy Roddick. 

Roddick, the number-three- 
ranked player in the world, estab- 
lished a new world record twice 
when he launched serves of 150 
mph in both of his singles matches 

Fans cheered wildly and stomped 
their feet as the courtside radar 
gun displayed the speed of his 
serve. The new record eclipsed the 
previous one of 149 mph that he 
shared with Greg Rusedski of 
Great Britain. 

"I'm excited that I have the 


opportunity to reach out and 
bring new tennis fans in," said 
Roddick after blasting the second 
record-breaking serve against Aus- 
tria'sjurgen M elzer. 

TheU .S. team will now advance 
to the quarterfinal round against 
Sweden in April at a U .S. site to 
be named. Sweden ousted Aus- 
tralia, the defending champion 4-1 
in its first-round match. 

Roddick dominated both of his 
singles matches against Austria, 
defeating Stefan Koubek 6-4, 6-4, 
See Davis Cup on page 10 
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Prestigious Davis Cup tennis at M ohegan Sun Arena 

US. Open champion Andy Roddick blasts world-record 150-mph serve 
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A letter from M ohegan Tribal 
Chairman M ark F. Brown 


Dear Readers, 

This year the M ohegan Tribe 
celebrates the 10th anniversary 
of our federal recognition. Tribal 
recognition means many differ- 
ent things to each and every 
M ohegan Tribal member. For 
me, it was a confirmation of 
everything that I had been told 
as a young boy. M y mother, my 
N an and other elders of the 
Tribe had always taught me 
about a proud history filled with 
traditions and a culture that 
were different from our neigh- 
bors With federal recognition 
came the affirmation of our peo- 
ple and history from the most 
powerful nation in the world. 

It is important to note that 
although we sought recognition 
so that we could have access to 
health care and other federal 
funds to provide for and protect 
our people, the result has been 
even more powerful. After 
receiving recognition, we were 
able to begin commercial ven- 
tures to provide resources with 
which we have housed our elders 
and educated our children. 0 ur 
efforts have been so successful 
that we are giving back the origi- 
nal funds we were seeking. We 
have asked that those funds be 



Tribal Chairman Mark F. Brown 
and his mother Pauline Brown at 
the annual Mohegan Wigwam. 


used to help other N ative peoples 
who remain Americafs poorest. 

Federal recognition has given 
our people an affirmation of 
our past and, through our 
efforts, a promising future for 
our children. It seems as though 
the legacy of C hief U ncas has 
come full circle. For that we are 
both grateful and proud. 

Sincerely, 



M ark F. Brown 


EDITORIAL 

Zero tolerance for under-age 
gaming and drinking 


The Mohegan Tribe, as the 
owner of M ohegan Sun Casino, 
wishes to emphasize strongly that 
under-age individuals are prohib- 
ited by state law from gaming or 
drinking alcoholic beverages at 
M ohegan Sun Casino. 

The Tribe supports the state 
law on this prohibition and 
worked with members of the 
Connecticut General Assembly 
for the enactment of 
the law that took 
effect last Oct. 1. 

State Rep. Andrea 
Stillman, D -Water- 
ford, drafted the leg- 
islation with assis- 
tance from the Tribe. 

The legislation impos- 
es fines or up to 30 
days in jail for minors 
attempting to game 
and drink at the 
casinos. 

The Tribe, like the 
state, views gambling 
and alcohol consumption as an 
adult activity. M oreover, these 
activities have historically been 
accepted by the general public as 
for adults only. 

The Tribe has implemented 


state-of-the-art electronic scan- 
ning devices that read drivers^ 
license bar codes. (See story on 
page 11.) T hese scanning devices 
can identify fake licenses and 
also can determine the age and 
gender of legitimate license- 
holders. 

D uring a press conference at the 
state capitol in H artford last fall, 
Tribal Chairman Mark F. Brown 
said Tribal police 
would turn any 
minors found drink- 
ing or gaming over to 
State Pol ice for arrest. 
"Anyone who tries 
will be caught," he 
said. "A small, but 
persistent number of 
young people do not 
always behave respon- 
sibly." 

The Tribe's advertis- 
ing campaign for 
under-age gaming 
and drinking empha- 
sizes the slogan: "0 ne decision 
can change all your plans for- 
ever." 

The Tribe's message is clear: 
under-age gaming and drinking 
now comes with consequences -I- 


+ 

M ohegan Sun's 
message 
to minors: 

‘0 ne decision 
can change 
all your plans 
forever. 1 ' 

-i- 



Mohegan Chief Ralph Sturges stands with family members during the unveiling ceremony for his stat- 
ue, placed near the entrance of the Mohegan Sun Hotel. The bronze statue honors the Chief for his long 
service and devotion to the Tribe. His is the first completed of eight life-sized sculptures of Mohegan 
chiefs that Len Wolman, Chairman and CEO of the Waterford Group, commissioned artists Don and 
Sharon Gale of Old Lyme, Conn., to create as a gift to the Tribe. From left, are the Chief's grandson 
J esse Sturges, Chief Sturges, his great-grandson William Sturges-Valentin and his son Paul Sturges. 


M ission Statement 

N i Y a Y o is a sovereign messenger which provides an official Tribal government 
perspective on issues and events pertaining to the M ohegan Tribe 
and Indian C ountry as a whole. 


/v/f YaYo 

Ni Ya Yo is published by the Mohegan Tribe, a federally 
recognized tribe in Mohegan, Conn. The editorial content is 
the property of the Mohegan Tribe and maybe reprinted 
only with written permission from the Tribe. Members of the 
Editorial Board are all Mohegans except where noted. 
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Senators D aschle, D odd greet I ndian leaders at M ohegan reception 



Mohegan Tribal Chairman Mark F. Brown guides U.S. Senators Tom Daschle, right, 
and Chris Dodd, center, on a tour of Mohegan Sun before a reception on Oct. 20. 


By Nancy Trimble 

Leaders of Indian nations through- 
out the South and East came to 
M ohegan Sun to attend a luncheon 
reception for U .S. Senate M inority 
Leader Tom Daschle and U .S. Sen. 
C hris D odd, hosted by the M ohe- 
gan Tribal Council at the Rain 
restaurant on Oct. 20. Also attend- 
ing the luncheon were the M ohe- 
gan Council of Elders and members 
of the local business community. 

"Welcometo the land of Uncas," 

M ohegan Tribal Chairman M ark F. 
Brown said to the guests before he 
introduced Sen. Dodd of Connecti- 
cut as "a man of great compassion 
and caring who will always have a 
home here.” 

Sen. Dodd, in turn, introduced 
Sen. Daschle of South Dakota, call- 
ing his friend and fellow Democrat 
"a leader who understands the criti- 
cal issues affecting Indian Country.” 

"I 'm grateful for the opportunity to 
get to know you better,” Sen. D aschle 
told the I ndian leaders who were in 
Connecticut for United South and 
Eastern Tribes (U SET) Annual 


M eeting and Expo at Foxwoods 
Resort Casino from Oct. 20 to 23. 

A forma memba of the Senate 
Indian Affairs Committee, Sen. 

D aschle is the Senior Senator from 
South Dakota. In 1978, Sen. Daschle 
was elected to the U .S. H ouse of 
Representatives whae he saved four 
tarns I n 1986, he ran for the U .S. 
Senate and won a tough contest 
against the Republican incumbent. 
Re-elected to the Senate in 1992 and 


1998, he is running again thisyear. 

Sen. Daschle thanked theTribal 
and business leadas for supporting 
his re-elation effort and for their 
participation in the democratic 
process. Such participation, he said, 
strengthens the nation's democracy. 

H e spoke of the importance of 
honoring govanment-to-govan- 
ment relations between Indian 
nations and the U nited States. 

"Thaemust bean undastanding 


of sovaeignty,” Sen. Daschle 
emphasized. 

H e congratulated the M ohegans 
and M ashantucket Pequotsfor their 
aonomic success: "When I visit hae, 
I seevisibleand tangible evidence of 
the glorious things being done.” 

"We have nine I ndian resavations 
in South Dakota but none like this. 
M aybe someday,” said Sen. Daschle, 
who toured M ohegan Sun with 
Chairman Brown and Sen. Dodd 
before lunch. 

Sen. Daschle said he was at a pow 
wow sevaal years ago when he 
watched a group of tribal membas 
weaving strands of twine togetha 
to make a strong rope. An elda 
told him that one strand could be 
easily broken but woven togetha 
the strands baome vay strong. 

Sen. D aschle said that taught him 
an important lesson: "H ow much 
stronga we are togetha than sepa- 
rately.... We can work togetha to 
extend the ladda of opportunity 
down for each child. To ensure that 
the next genaation has more 
opportunity — that is our goal, 
that is our hope." 4- 


State lawmakas learn history of M ohegan T ri be Tribe awards education 
at annual breakfast meeting with Tribal Council grants to five schools 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

"We are a tribe that hap- 
pens to run a casino, not a 
casino tribe," said M ohegan 
Tribal Chairman M ark F. 

Brown, addressing a break- 
fast gathaing of state and 
municipal lawmakas at the 
M ohegan C hurch in U ncas- 
ville, Conn., on Jan. 20. 

Chairman Brown greeted 
lawmakas at theTribe's 
fifth annual legislative 
breakfast by telling them theTribedoes, in fact, 
own a casino, but it also possesses a long and 
rich history that has been an integral part of the 
local and regional community. 

To give lawmakas an opportunity to learn about 
theTribe's history and vibrant culture, theTribal 
Council invited them to watch a video about the 
church, tour an exhibition at the church and visit 
theTantaquidgeon M useum in Uncasville, the 
oldest Indian-run museum in the nation. 

C huck Bunnell, C hief of Staff for Extanal and 
Govan mental Affairs, who organized the event, 
said theT ribe had no legislative mattas to discuss 
in this session, but thought it would be important 
for lawmakas to learn more about the M ohegan 
Tribe's historic background. 

Chairman Brown asked Tribal Historian Melissa 
Tantaquidgeon Zobel to introduce the 12-minute 
video, which discusses the church's founding in 
1831 and its history to the presat day. The video 
explained that the church propaty is the only 
resavation land neva relinquished by theTribe. 


In 1997, theTribe began 
a projat to completely 
raovate the church and 
to refurbish its intaior 
and extaior. 

Ambassador J ayne Faw- 
cett, who appears in the 
video, told the elated offi- 
cials that a simple M ohe- 
gan philosophy states, "It's 
hard to hate somebody 
that you know a lot about." 
Sevaal lawmakas shared 
their feelings about the 
Tribe and its impact on them and the state. State 
Rep. Steve D argan, D - West H ava, said grants 
awarded by theTribe to state elematary and jun- 
ior high schools promoting the Native Amaican 
curriculum hasbea a positive step in educating 
Connecticut youth. (Please see story at right.) 

State Rep. M arie K irkley-Bey, D-H artford, said, 
as a M ormon, sheintadsto complete a mission 
wha she turns 65 years old. While she has 
African Amaican ancestry and could work in that 
community, she may complete ha mission on a 
Native Amaican resavation baause they rep re- 
sat "the roots of my country." 

State Rep. CathaineCook, R-Groton, said she 
learned a great deal about the M ohegans wha 
she was growing up nearby through the writings 
of Mohegan M edicine Woman GladysTantaquid- 
geon and by visiting theTantaquidgan M useum. 

Also attadingtheevat, along with theTribal 
Council, waeM ayors Joseph Jaskiewicz of 
M ontville, Arthur Lathrop J r. of N orwich and 
Susan M adahall of Ledyard. 4- 


By J onathan S. Hamilton 

The Mohegan Tribe has awarded educational grants 
to five Connecticut elementary and middle schools for 
the implementation a Native American curriculum. 

Last fall, the Tribe, in cooperation with the Connecti- 
cut Education Department, sent the principal of every 
elementary and middle school in the state a copy of 
the curriculum "The Native Americans of Connecti- 
cut." With the book came an invitation from the Tribe 
to apply for the Mohegan Tribe Challenge Grant Pro- 
gram, which offered $1,000 to fund classroom materi- 
als and other expenses related to the implementation 
of the curriculum in the spring 2004 semester. 

Over 100 schools applied for the grants and submit- 
ted plans for using the funding to create programs on 
Native American history, tradition and culture. 

After careful consideration, the Tribe selected the 
winners: the Annie Fisher Elementary School in Hart- 
ford, the Quinnipiac Elementary School in New Haven, 
the Swift Middle School in Oakville, the Pomfret Com- 
munity School and the Suffield Middle School. 

Chuck Bunnell, the Tribe's Chief of Staff for External 
and Governmental Affairs, said the grants will give stu- 
dents the opportunity to learn about Native American 
history, with an emphasis on Connecticut Indian history. 

"It is the M ohegan Tribe’s hope that these courses are 
an incentive to tell the true history of American Indians, 
especially Connecticut's Native history, not the version 
that Hollywood has portrayed," Bunnell said. 

In addition to the grant money, students from each 
winning school will come on a field trip to the M ohegan 
Reservation this spring for a guided tour of the Mohe- 
gan Church and theTantaquidgeon Museum. Mohegan 
Tribal H istorian M elissa Tantaquidgeon Zobel will give a 
lecture on Mohegan history and culture. 

"Prejudice comes from misinformation," Zobel said. 
"By providing Connecticut's youth with a better under- 
standing of Native Americans, we are creating a more 
tolerant and better informed populous." 4* 


f 



l 


Mohegan Tribal Councilors Maynard Stric 
land, left, and Roland Harris, center, talk 
with state Rep. Stephen Dargan, D-West 
Haven, during the Tribal Council's annual 
breakfast with state legislators, held at 
the Mohegan Church on J an. 20. 



PAGE 4 


MOON OFTHE PEEPING FROGS 2004 


/s/rYa % 


Tribe's plan for regional water system 
is called 'a blueprint for thefuture' 



Mohegan Tribal Chairman Mark F. Brown and U.S. Rep. Rob Simmons of Con- 
necticut, right, discuss the plans the Tribe has developed for a regional water 
system, during a press conference in the Mohegan Sun Convention Center. 


By N ancyTrimble 

In a historic first step to securing 
an ample water supply for the 
region, officials of the M ohegan 
Tribe and six southeastern Con- 
necticut communities announced 
that they had reached an agree- 
ment during a press conference in 
the Mohegan Sun Convention 
C enter on 0 ct. 14. 

"It's more than a water agree- 
ment— it's a blueprint for the 
future," said Paul Eccard, Chair- 
man of the Southeastern Con- 
necticut Council of Governments 
and Waterford's First Selectman. 

Eccard praised "our good friend" 
Tribal Chairman M ark F. Brown 
for the leadership he provided to 
make this project move forward. 

"T he M ohegan T ri be has been 
instrumental in bringing us 
together. W ithout the involve- 
ment of theTribe, we would not 
be here today," Eccard said. 

In addition to providing the 
design and engineering work, the 
Tribe will initially shoulder the 
$9.8 million cost for the system. 
TheTribe will be reimbursed for 
all but it's pro-rated share after 
the municipalities have lined up 
their financing. 

The Tribe's loan, Eccard said, 
has provided "breathing room" 
for each of the municipalities to 
put together the financing needed 
for the project. 


Tribal Chairman M ark F. Brown 
said theTribe invested upfront to 
ensure that the project would 
move forward. 

"T he M ohegan T ri be saw the 
need and decided, as neighbors, to 
reach out to help," Chairman 
Brown said. "Thistype of coming 
together is a fundamental of the 
M ohegan Way." 

Eccard responded: "T he M ohegan 
Way istruly lading the way to this 
regional cooperation." 

TheThames Basin Regional 
Water Interconnection Project 
may have a long name, but Eccard 
called it an "elegant and simple solu- 
tion to our communities^ needs: 
Communities with water will share 
with communities that need it." 

T he agreement for the water sys- 
tem is a "huge achievement of 


government," Eccard added. 

T he water system will deliver 
excess water from G roton to towns 
on both sides of theThames River 
that have lacked adequate water 
resources T hose towns are L edyard, 
Preston, Norwich, M ontvilleand 
Waterford. In addition, New London 
and East Lyme will benefit indirectly 
from the system. New London will 
have reduced demand on its water 


supply and so will have the capacity 
to supply water to East Lyme. 

Officials from all those towns 
attended the press conference as 
did members of the M ohegan 
Tribal Council. 

T he largest component of the 


project will be the installation of 
a water main under theThames 
River between Led yard and 
M ontville. Two water tanks will 
also be built, one in Ledyard and 
the other in Waterford. 

In addition to allowing for future 
development in the fast-growing 
region, the project will provide 
sufficient water and water pressure 
for household, commercial and 


industrial uses It will also meet 
the public health, fire protection 
and security needs. If a disaster 
were to interrupt the flow of 
water from one source, the system 
is designed with backup to keep 
the water flowing. 

Chris Clark, Operations M anag- 
er for the M ohegan Tribal Utility 
Authority, said that after the engi- 
neering documents were complet- 
ed, the complex permitting 
process will begin in the spring. 

T he plan must be ra/iewed by all 
the local planning and zoning com- 
missions and wetlands commissions 
as well astheOfficeof Long Island 
Sound, the state D epartments of 
Environmental Protection and 
H ealth and the U .S. Army C orps 
of Engineers When permits are 
approved, the project will go out 
for bids. Construction is expected 
to take a year. 4- 


'The M ohegan Tribe saw the need and decided 
as neighbors, to reach out to help." 

— M ohegan Tribal Chairman M ark F. Brown 

+ 


Tomb of American Revolutionary War figure is restored in N orwich 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

M ore than 200 people, includ- 
ing members of the M ohegan 
Tribe, attended a solemn ceremo- 
ny in N orwich to re-entomb the 
remains of Samuel Huntington, 
an American Revolutionary War 
figure and former Connecticut 
governor, and his wife M artha on 
N ov. 24. 

Their remains were removed 
last 0 ctober so that their water- 
damaged tomb could be restored. 
TheM ohegan Tribe and commu- 
nity civic groups donated funds 
to have the family tomb restored. 

TheH untingtons were reburied 
with full military honors. M em- 
bers of the First Company Gover- 
nor's Foot Guard carried thetwo 
caskets up the C olonial C emetery 
hill into the tomb. The Foot 
Guard then fired a 21-gun salute 
followed by the playing of taps. 

D uring the ceremony M ohegan 



The casket containing the remains of Samuel Huntington, a signer of the Decla- 
ration of Independence and a former governor of Connecticut, is carried by the 
Governor's Foot Guard to his family's tomb in Norwich. Mohegan Chief Ralph 
Sturges holds a brick that will be used to seal the tomb. 


Recording Secretary/Tribal Coun- 
cilor Shirley M . Walsh, Chief 
Ralph Sturges and Tribal Archivist 
Faith Damon Davison helped seal 
the tomb by placing bricks into its 
wall. 

According to William Stanley 
N orwich H istorical Society Presi- 


dent who presided over the cere- 
monies, the restoration project 
cost $31,000. T he dedication of 
the tomb will beheld next year 
when all work and improvements 
have been completed. 

U.S. Rep. Rob Simmons (R-2nd 
District); Jackie Dodd, wife of 


U .S. Sen. Christopher Dodd 
(D-Conn.); N orwich M ayor 
Arthur Lathrop Jr.; and M ike 
D oyle, a representative for Con- 
necticut Gov. John G. Rowland, 
all spoke of H untington's service 
to his country. 

Born in Scotland, Conn., in 
1732, H untington moved to 
N orwich in 1760 where he prac- 
ticed law. 

Speakers praised H untington's 
rise from a humble farm boy to 
lawyer, congressman, Chief 
Justice of Connecticut, a signer 
of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, president of the Continen- 
tal Congress and finally as gover- 
nor of C onnecticut from 1786 
to 1796. 

Some historians consider him to 
be the first president of the Unit- 
ed States because he served from 
1779 to 1781 as president of the 
Continental Congress under the 
Articles of Confederation. + 
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'Famous Dave' leaves barbecue empire to head Bureau of Indian Affairs 



During USET Impact Week, Mohegan leaders meet Dave Anderson, the 
new Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs. From left are Corresponding 
Secretary/Tribal Councilor Chris Murtha "Micimii," Assistant Secretary 
Anderson; Council of Elders Chairman Gay Story Hamilton, Tribal Coun- 
cilor Maynard Strickland, Council of Elders Vice Chairman Mary Rubino 
and Tribal Council Vice Chairman Peter Schultz. 


By Nancy Trimble 

ARLINGTON, VA. - Pumping 
his fist in the air, "Famous Dave" 
Anderson asked Tribal leaders to 
join him in a cheer: "I feel happy! 

I feel healthy! And I feel terrific!" 

J ust two days after he was sworn 
in as the U .S. Interior Depart- 
ment's Assistant Secretary for Indi- 
an Affairs, Anderson spoke for the 
first time before a gathering of 
Indian leaders, including several 
from M ohegan, during United 
South and Eastern Tribes (U SET) 
Impact Week on Feb. 4. 

"I want you to get out of your 
comfort zones and just share with 
mein being excited and enthusias- 
tic," said Anderson as he urged the 
group to recite the cheer another 
time with more gusto. 

If leading a pep rally seemed 
unconventional for someone select- 
ed by President Bush to head a fed- 
eral agency, it wasjust a hint of 
what was to come from this man 
who admits to being "hokey" and 
says he does things that are "not 
part of the norm." 

Founder of the Famous D ave's 
chain of barbecue restaurants, 
Anderson, 50, spoke candidly 
about his sobriety, shared his 
doubts about accepting the posi- 
tion and then asked for prayers to 
help him succeed with theenor- 
mousjob ahead. 

H ewill lead the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (Bl A), currently battered 
with litigation over mismanage- 
ment of the I ndian trust fund and 
with angry demands for reform of 
the federal recognition process. 

C onfirmed by the U .S. Senate on 
Dec. 9, Anderson fills the position 
last held by N eal M cC aleb, who 
resigned in D ecember 2002. 


H igh-school dropout 

A high-school dropout, who said 
he "grew up in the bottom half of 
my class," Anderson was 18 when 
he opened hisfirst business in 1971. 
It promptly failed. H is second ven- 
ture was successful for about seven 
years before it went bankrupt. But 
success was in his future. 

A member of the Lac Courte 
0 reilles Band of Ojibwe in W is- 
consin, Anderson served in the 
early 1980s as CEO of the tribe's 
enterprises, which he helped stabi- 
lize. H ehad no undergraduate 
diploma when he earned a master's 
degree in public administration 
from H arvard University's Kennedy 
School of Government in 1986. 

In 1994 he opened the first 
Famous D ave's BBQ Shack in 
H ayward, W is, near his tribe's reser- 
vation. In 10 years, the company 
has grown to a chain of 87 restau- 
rants in 23 states. Last year, the 
publicly-traded Famous Dave's of 
America reported $90.8 million in 
revenues. Anderson said he is proud 


to have created over 18,000 jobs. 

N ow he has stepped down from 
his position as Chairman of the 
Famous D ave's Board of D i rectors 
and has promised to divest his 
shares in the gaming company Park 
Place Entertainment, which has 
partnered with several tribes with 
decisions before the Bl A. 

A recent "O prah W infrey Show" 
featured Anderson as part of 
O prah's Angel N etwork for his 
dedication to helping at-risk I ndian 
youth and young adults through 
the LifeSkills Center for Leadership, 
which hefounded. 

Soul searching 

Anderson said it took "a lot of 
soul searching to decide" whether to 
accept the position as Assistant Sec- 
retary of Indian affairs. 

"W hen the W hite H ouse asked 
me to consider thejob, at first I 
thought I wasn't worthy and that 
other people were more quali- 
fied...." Anderson said. "I may not 
have all the answers. I ask for all of 


you to join in and give your advice. 

I seek the wisdom of our elders." 

"I take thejob with a sense of 
being humble and with gratitude," 
he added. 

Anderson said he used to be "a 
drinking person." "I'm almost nine 
years sober.... You need to know 
I 've had adversity in my life. I 've 
had drug and alcohol treatment." 

In treatment, he said he came to 
understand about living a life of 
gratefulness. 

I n his new job, "I 'm gonna be 
energetic, enthusiastic and excit- 
ing.... Everything I get involved 
with, I give it my best. I am going 
to be of service to N ative people," 
he pledged. 

"I don't see my position as being in 
an ivory tower.... I 'm hereto serve 
Indian Country, and I will do the 
best job I can.... You'll find me very 
accessible." 

Anderson said he would take steps 
to make the Bl A more responsive 
to I ndians and to be more account- 
able. He said he would modernize 
the computer system with technol- 
ogy of the 21st century. 

"I'm proud to be part of this transi- 
tion satheBIA will be something we 
can be proud of.... We can turn this 
thing around. You have my com- 
mitment," he said. 

In return, he asks the tribes "not 
to beat us up. Eighty percent of the 
people who work for the Bl A are 
N ative people," Anderson noted. 

"This isthe beginning of a new era 
for the Bl A," which, he said, won't 
be "an old relic of mismanagement. 

I will strive to make it accountable 
and to provide service." 

"I need your prayers," Anderson 
told theTribal leaders as he bowed 
his head to thank the C reator. "I 
can't do this journey by myself." + 


Tribal leaders gather in Washington for Impact Week 


By Nancy Trimble 

ARLINGTON, VA. - USET’s Impact 
Week took place amid some major news 
developments in the nation's capital from 
Feb. 1 to 6. President Bush introduced his 
budget for 2005, a bioterrorism scare 
closed the U.S. Senate and the Federal 
Communications Commission was in an 
uproar over J anet J ackson's "wardrobe 
malfunction" during the Super Bowl half- 
time show. 

In that jarring climate, leaders of the 24 
federally recognized tribes — from Maine 
to Florida to Texas — that make up Unit- 
ed South and Eastern Tribes (USET) 
gathered here just across the Potomac 
River from Washington, D.C. As they do 
every yearduring ImpactWeek, the lead- 
ers worked to identify threats to tribal 
sovereignty, to lobby their congressional 
delegations and to devise strategy to get 


better funding for Indian programs. 

The Mohegan delegation included Vice 
Chairman Peter Schultz, Corresponding 
Secretary/Tribal Councilor Chris Murtha 
"Micimii," Councilor Maynard Strickland, 
Council of Elders Chairman Gay Story 
Hamilton and Council of Elders Vice 
Chairman Mary Rubino as well as sever- 
al Tribal government department heads, 
who sit on many USET committees. 

Congressional visits 

U.S. Sen. Daniel K. Inouye (D-Hawaii), 
ranking minority member of the Senate 
Indian Affairs Committee, could not 
appear at Impact Week as scheduled on 
Feb. 3 because police asked senators to 
cancel their agendas after ricin — a 
highly toxic poison — was found in a 
Senate office building the day before. 

However, the ricin scare did not inter- 
rupt the U.S. House of Representatives. 


Several members of Congress who 
work to protect Indian rights spoke to 
the tribal leaders, including Dale Kildee 
(D-M ich.), Tom Cole (R-Okla.), Frank Pal- 
lone Jr. (D-N.J.), Patrick Kennedy (D- 
R.I.), J .D. Hayworth (R-Ariz.) and Brad 
Carson (D-Okla.). Rep. Cole, who is 
Chickasaw, and Rep. Carson, who is 
Cherokee, are the only two enrolled Indi- 
an members of Congress. 

Many of the Congressmen emphasized 
their opposition to a proposed bill in the 
House of Representatives concerning 
the sale of cigarettes over the Internet. If 
adopted, the bill would permit a state 
attorney general to file a lawsuit against 
a tribe in federal court, ignoring the Indi- 
an nation's sovereignty and its govern- 
ment-to-government relationship with 
the United States. 

"This bill would attack sovereignty by 
allowing states to seek enforcement over 


tribes. It is contrary to the Constitution 
and to specific federal law," said Rep. 
Kildee. He pledged that the Congression- 
al Native American Caucus, of which he 
is Co-Chairman, will fight the bill. 

"Sovereignty is like salami," he said. 
"Someone will try to take a slice and 
then another slice and pretty soon you 
have no salami. We have to fight every 
challenge!" 

FCC agreement 

Taking a break from his investigation of 
the infamous "wardrobe malfunction" 
must have been a relief for Michael Pow- 
ell, Chairman of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission (FCC). Powell 
spoke to the tribal leaders on Feb. 3 and 
signed an important agreement with 
USET President Keller George that will 
protect sacred tribal sites from the unau- 
thorized construction of cell towers. 

In the past, companies constructed cell 

See Impact Week on page 8 





(A) I n September 1995, the M ohegan T ri be re- 
acquired 240 acres of land — part of the M ohegan 
Reservation in the 1700s— which theU.S. govern- 
ment then placed in trust for theTri be. 

® With the help of Trading Cove Associates and 
Sun International, headed by South African busi- 
nessman Sol Kerzner, theTribe in 1995 began con- 
struction on the first phase of a world-class casino 
resort and a highway to lead patrons directly to the 
reservation without causing traffic congestion in the 
local community. 

© Less than a year after Chief Ralph Sturges 
blessed the earth on which the $300 million gaming 
facility would stand, theTri be opened M ohegan Sun 
Casino to the public as a spectacularly-themed gam- 
ing and entertainment complex on 0 ct. 12, 1996. 

(D In 1997, theTribe added enhancements to 
M ohegan Sun — the 12,000-square-foot Race Book 
for pari-mutuel betting and an on-site fuel station 
and convenience store. T he "gas palace” is now one 
of the largest sellers of fuel in the United States 

(1 1 TheTribe began a major restoration of the inte- 
rior and exterior of the M ohegan C hurch in 
U ncasville in 1997. Built in 1831, the church sits 
on the only reservation land never relinquished by 
theTribe. The church was built in response to the 
Indian Removal Bill of 1831, which declared that all 
eastern Indians who were not Christianized and 
"civilized” would be forcibly relocated to western 
wastelands T he M ohegans established the C hurch 
as a religious and social center and school to protect 
their right to remain in their homeland. 


# In 1998, theTribe re-acquired Fort Shantok 
from the state of Connecticut and the land was 
taken into trust as part of the sovereign M ohegan 
N ation. O nee the 17th-century stronghold of the 
great M ohegan leader U ncas, Shantok is a sacred site 
that borders burial grounds used by theTribe for 
centuries In 1926, the state took over the 139-acre 
property by right of eminent domain and turned it 
into a state park. N ow under Tribal care, the land is 
still open to the public as a park but with many 
improvements, including a ballfield and a play- 
ground. It is also the site of many annual Tribal 
celebrations, including Homecoming, Cultural 
Week and the Wigwam Festival. 

® In June 1999, theTribe hosted a party at Shan- 
tok, Village of Uncas, to celebrate the 100th birth- 
day of M edicine Woman GladysTantaquidgeon. 
Tantaquidgeon, who is now 104, is a co-founder of 
theTantaquidgeon M useum in U ncasville, Conn., 
the oldest Indian-run museum in the United States 


# In October 1999, theTribe rejoiced when it 
acquired the M asonicTemple, built in 1928 on a 
portion of the Royal M ohegan Burial Ground in 
Norwich. This is where theTri be's greatest leaders 
and their family members were laid to rest until the 
mid-1700s Tribal leaders objected to the city's plans 
to renovate the property and excavate a trench for 
upgraded utility and water lines Concerned that 
excavation would disturb the ancient burials, Tribal 
leaders negotiated with the city and theM asonsto 
transfer ownership of the building and the burial 
ground, which theTribe is now able to preserve. 

® In February 2000, theTribe announced the 
Phase 1 1 Project Sunburst expansion of M ohegan 
Sun, which was the largest private development 
project on the East Coast. When it was completed 
in April of 2002, the four-million-square-foot addi- 
tion included a 1,200-room luxury hotel, an upscale 
retail corridor with 39 shops and 12 dining options, 
a 10,000-seat arena, a 300-seat cabaret and 100,000 
square feet of convention and meeting space. 




O bserving the 10th anniversary of federal 

recognition, theM ohegan Tribe maintains its 
unique identity in Indian Country, embracing its 
cultural heritage, expanding its business enterprises and 
sharing with the community through its philanthropic 
efforts Today, theTribal nation continues its journey 
with renewed spirit and a commitment to its future. 

Since M arch 7, 1994 when C hief Ralph Sturges 
received the historic phone call from Ada Deer, then 
U .S. Assistant Secretary of the I nterior for I ndian 
Affairs, announcing theTribe's federal recognition, the 
M ohegans have accomplished extraordinary feats in 
just one decade. 

Achieving federal recognition meant that the 
M ohegan Tribe had successfully completed a very 
stringent process TheTribe met very specific criteria 
with more than 20,000 pages of documentation 
proving that theTribe has existed as a community from 
historical times until the present. 

T he text and photographs on these pages depict some 
of the M ohegans^ major achievements and milestones 
in the last 10 years si nee federal recognition. 




anniversary of its federal recognition :1994-2004 




POTOS BY BILL GUCFA (12), 
JONATHAN S. HAMILTON (1), 
GAY STORY HAMILTON (1), 
COURTLAND FOWLER (1), 
UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTI- 
CUT LAW SCHOOL (1), 
ANDREW A. FRAUSINI JR (1). 
AND NBA PHOTOS (1). 


1 K The M ohegan Tribe announced in June 2001, 
that it would donate $10 million to the Smithson- 
ian Institution for the construction of the National 
M useum of the American Indian, which will open 
in Washington, D.C., in September 2004, Smith- 
sonian officials are naming the third floor of the 
five-floor museum in honor of the M ohegans 

• In September 2001, members of the Tribal 
Council and Connecticut Gov. John G. Rowland 
cut the ribbon for the grand opening of the Casino 
of the Sky, part of the Project Sunburst expansion of 
M ohegan Sun. 

®0 n the site of M ohegan ancestral land in 
Uncasville, theTri be opened the doors of the Fort 
H ill Community for M ohegan elders in February 
2002. The three-story building has 36 apartments for 
Tribal elders and their spouses. "This is like coming 
home,” said resident Laurence Schultz "Red Moon." 

• in June 2002, theTribe officially opened its 
1,200-room luxury hotel tower amid a cavalcade of 
Hollywood luminaries, musicians and celebrated 
guests, including former President Bill Clinton. 

1 0 T he M ohegan T ri be became the fi rst American 
Indian N ation to own a professional sports franchise 
when it purchased the Women's National Basketball 
Association's Connecticut Sun in January 2003. 

• In January 2004, the Institute of American Indian 
Studies returns over 180 M ohegan artifacts removed 
from Shantok by unauthorized amateur archaeologists 


N ow a billion-dollar-a-year business, M ohegan 
Sun is the economic engine that enables the M ohe- 
gan Tribe to provide vital services to its members. 
Those services, including full col lege tuition reim- 
bursement, an array of healthcare services and finan- 
cial assistance for home buying and home improve 
ments, have given all M ohegans the fundamental 
toolsto enhance their lives 
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Calendar, flashcards help Tribal members learn Mohegan 


By Bill Gucfa 

As part of the M ohegan Language 
Revitalization Project, the M ohegan 
Council of Elders and theTribe's 
Cultural and Community Programs 
D epartment have published a calen- 
dar and flashcards to help Tribal 
members learn their language. 

The calendar is named "M ohiks 
Katumuw," which means the M ohe- 
gan year. A painting or photograph 
of an important M ohegan historic 
figure is displayed on each month of 
the calendar, which has Sachem 
Un cason the cover. 

T he calendar was designed to 
observe the M ohegan year, with the 
passage of seasons, "Utociyuwash,” 
and moons, "Wiyon." 

T he M ohegan people have historical- 
ly marked the passage of time and the 
seasons by observing the moon's phas- 
es and other signs in nature. That is 
why the calendar is divided into five 
seasons* which more closely mirrors 
the weather in the M ohegan home- 
land. The five seasons are: early 
spring, late spring/early summer, late 
summer/early autumn, late autumn 
and winter. The calendar features the 



The new Mohegan language flash- 
cards help Tribal members learn new 
words in an easy and enjoyable way. 

13 moons that most eastern tribes 
recognize. 

Each day is also displayed using 
Gregorian dates, which are the dates 
on the modern-day calendar. 

Important M ohegan holidays — 
such as the anniversary of federal 
recognition and Connecticut Indian 
D ay — are on the calendar, as are 
Mohegan celebrations* including the 
annual H omecoming, Cultural Week 
and Wigwam Festival. 

Each moon, day and season has its 
M ohegan name displayed with the 
English counterpart below, making 
learning the language easier. 

T he recently published M ohegan 
language flashcards compliment the 
calendar nicely, as they contain a pro- 
nunciation guide. 


With the flashcards, Tribal mem- 
bers interested in practicing the 
M ohegan language now have a 
new way to enhance their learn- 
ing experience. 

"We are using cards because this 
has been a proven teaching method 
for generations*" said Bruce Bozsum 
"Two D ogs," M anager of C ultural 
and Community Programs. "Why 
reinvent the wheel?" 

Bozsum urges adult Tribal mem- 
bers to "involve your children," as 
they retain information better at 
their young age and learn very fast. 

The first set of cards to be distrib- 
uted is on animals and numbers. 
The 5. 5-by-8. 5-inch cards show 
the image of an animal or a num- 
ber on one side and the M ohegan 
word for the subject on the other 
side. 

A second set of flashcards will 
include words on family relations, 
sea creatures and insects. A third 
set will include greetings, expres- 
sions and colors. 

Although the flashcards are available 
to Tribal members only, the calendar 
is for sale at theTrading C ove store 
in M ohegan Sun for $15.95. 






A photo of Chief Courtland 
Fowler "Little Hatchet" adorns 
the 'Tuhkayuw Wiyon” or Cold 
Moon page of the recently 
published "Mohiks Katumuw," 
the Mohegan Year calendar. 

He was Chief from 1970-89. 


Impact Week: Funding for Indian health care is called a 'national disgracd 


Continued from page 5 

towers with little regard to the cultural 
and religious significance of tribal lands. 
Tribes objected to the FCC's delegation 
of its obligation to consult with Indian 
nations to the telecommunications indus- 
try. Soon after, work began on the agree- 
ment, which says tribes will be notified of 
proposed tower locations. 

"Rarely have I seen a federal agency 
come so far so fast on issues of impor- 
tance to tribes," said President George, 
who called Powell "a true friend of Indi- 
an Country." 

Powell said, "I'm honored to be your 
friend.... The FCC strives to ensure that 
everyone has access to basic and 
advanced telecommunications services. 
Indian Country must be a part of this 
technological revolution." 

Bush's 2005 budget 

The largest increases in the Bush 
administration's $2.4 trillion budget for 
fiscal year 2005, which was unveiled on 
Feb. 2, are for defense and homeland 
security. In contrast, the Indian H ealth 
Service (IHS) is dramatically underfund- 
ed, USET leaders said. The $3 billion 
IHS appropriation represents a 1.6 per- 
cent increase over last year’s budget. 

'That doesn't even keep pace with infla- 
tion!" said Lynn Malerba, Executive Direc- 
tor of the Mohegan Tribe's FI ealth and 
Fluman Services Department, who is a 
member of U SET's FI ealth Committee. 
That level of funding means no coverage 
for diagnostics or preventive care, she 
added. 

All members of federally recognized 


tribes are eligible for health care from the 
IHS . For the Mohegan Tribe, IHS covers 
only about 40 percent of Tribal mem- 
bers' health costs. Luckily the Tribe is 
able to pay the rest, Malerba said. 

U.S. Senate Minority Leader Tom 
Daschle issued a news release calling 
the IHS funding level a "national dis- 
grace." Fie pointed to a recent study of 
federal health care spending that shows 
the United States spends $3,800 per 
year per federal prisoner and only half 
that amount per Native American. 

U.S. Surgeon General Richard Car- 
mona, who spoke at Impact Week on 
Feb. 4, said, "Nowhere in the United 
States are health care disparities more 
manifest than in Indian Country." 

Museum opening 

A spectacular celebration is planned 
for the opening of Smithsonian National 
Museum of the American Indian in 
Washington on Sept. 21. Some 30,000 
to 50,000 Indians wearing regalia will 
march in the Native Nations Procession 
on the National Mall. The procession is 
just part of the First Americans' Festival, 
which will include six days of dancing, 
drumming, singing, storytelling, demon- 
strations and concerts. 

"It will be the most significant cultural 
event in the country in the decade, if not 
the quarter-century," said Museum 
Director W. Richard West, when he 
spoke to USET leaders on Feb. 2. "We 
want people to understand that Natives 
— tens of millions of us — are still here 
in this hemisphere." 

West, a Southern Cheyenne, said the 


museum is also "a powerful affirmation 
of our history.... There's spirit to that 
place!" Four million to six million visitors 
will come to the museum every year, 
he said. 

Fie thanked USET leaders forthe moral, 
political and financial support needed to 
build the museum. Three USET tribes 
— Mohegan, Mashantucket 
Pequot and Oneida — are 
each contributing $10 
million to the project, 

The third floor of the 
five-floor building will 
be named in honor of 
the Mohegan Tribe. 


'm Indian 

and 1 Vote 


Tribal college 

The plan for the first inter- 
tribal college on the East Coast 
came another step closer to reality on 
Feb. 5 when the USET Board of Direc- 
tors unanimously adopted a resolution 
establishing a structure for the college 
board of trustees and a nomination 
process for selecting qualified profes- 
sionals to serve as trustees. The nomina- 
tion process will now move forward. 

Last October, the USET Board passed 
a resolution authorizing the USET Edu- 
cation Committee to ask Congress to 
fund the college. Mohegan Education 
Director Mark Sperry serves as Vice 
Chairman of the Committee, which has 
been working on the college plan forthe 
last three years. 

An interim board of trustees will serve 
until a permanent board is named. The 
board of trustees will include an expert 
in each of the following fields: higher 


education, law, finance, health adminis- 
tration, natural resources and environ- 
mental management. One student and 
two at-large members will also sit on the 
10-member board, which will oversee 
the school’s operation, appoint a college 
president, work on the budget, make 
administrative decisions and determine 
the curriculum. 

During Impact Week, the Edu- 
cation Committee discussed 
the importance of the 
school's gaining accredi- 
tation, a process that 
could take four years. At 
first, the new school may 
partner with an accredited 
tribal college, Sperry said. 




Power of the vote 

Many attending Impact Week wore 
bright red buttons saying: "I’m Indian 
and I Vote." 

That pleased J ackie J ohnson, Execu- 
tive Director of the National Congress of 
American Indians (NCAI), who spoke to 
the tribal leaders on Feb. 3, urging them 
to work in their communities to get their 
members to register and then go vote. 

"Indian Country must step up to the 
polls," she said. Several key states in 
this year's presidential election have sig- 
nificant Indian populations and Democ- 
ratic candidates have already begun tar- 
geting them. 

"Indian Country," J ohnson added, 
"votes for Indian champions. It does not 
matter what party they belong to." 
NCAI's goal is to mobilize one million 
Indians to vote this year. + 
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Joseph Gray Jr. elected to fill vacancy on M ohegan Council of Elders 


Joseph Gray Jr., a resident of the 
Fort H ill Community in Uncas- 
ville, Conn., won a seat on the 
M ohegan Council of Elders in a 
special election last October. 

H etook office on Oct. 27 after 
Chief Ralph Sturges administered 
the oath during a ceremony in the 
Tribal meeting room. 

G ray pledged to support the 
M ohegan people and uphold the 
M ohegan Constitution faithfully 
and impartially. 

H e fills the seat of Richard Story 
Chapman "Wounded Wolf,” who 
resigned from the Council of 
Elders for health reasons last July. 


The term expi res i n 0 ctober 2004. 

G ray is a U .S. Army veteran of the 
Korean War, who was awarded the 
bronze star. He is Chairman of the 
M ohegan Tribal Veterans Associa- 
tion, President of the Fort H ill Ten- 
ants Association and former Co- 
Chairman of the M ohegan Consti- 
tution Revision Commission. Heis 
retired from a career in civil engi- 
neering, building materials manage- 
ment, home construction and prop- 
erty and hotel management. 

The seven-member Council of 
Elders oversees cultural, spiritual, 
judicial, enrollment and member- 
ship issues for theTribe. + 



After giving him the oath of office, Chief Ralph Sturges, left, congratulates 
J oseph GrayJ r. on his election to the Council of Elders. Looking on is Pipe 
Carrier Bruce Bozsum, who gave a Mohegan blessing before Gray was sworn in. 


M enomineeTribeplanscasino resort that would bring thousands of jobs to Wisoonsn 


C ontinued from page 1 

national team to help guide the project. The 
M ohegan Tribe will serve as a lender to the 
development company and as member of 
the development board for the project. 

After careful analysis and consideration, the 
M ohegan Tribe loaned the M enominee 
Tribe $1 million, but a substantially larger 
investment is expected as the development 
proceeds, Chairman Brown said. 

Chairwoman Delabreau said, "We're 
delighted that the M ohegan Tribe is part 
of this effort. The M ohegan Sun Casino 
in Connecticut is a shining example of 
success and community commitment, and 
we welcome this opportunity to work with 
and learn from the M ohegans for Keno- 
sha's benefit." 

The development team includes Kenosha 
businessman DennisTroha, who will serve 
as financial partner and developer through 
a new company he has established, Kenesha 
Gaming Development LLC. 

The developer has reached an agreement 
with Dairyland Greyhound Park Inc. to 
obtain exclusive rights to purchase the 
track and its assets for $40.5 million. T he 
agreement is a major step in developing 
the gaming facility in Kenosha that was 
initially authorized by then-Gov. Tommy 
G . Thompson in amendments to the 
M enominees' compact with the state of 
W isconsin. 

The compact authorizes the M enominees 
to operate a Class III gaming facility, which 
would include slot machines and other elec- 
tronic games, pari-mutuel wagering on live 
and simulcast racing, blackjack, roulette, 
craps, poker and other table games. 

Intergovernmental agreements between 
the M enomineeTribe and the city and 
county of Kenosha will be negotiated. 
Those agreements must be in place before 
theTribe makes a formal application to the 
federal Bureau of Indian Affairs (B I A) to 
take land in Kenosha into trust for gaming. 

TheBIA will evaluate the application and 
supporting documentation to determine 
whether the proposal would be in the best 
interests of the M enomineeTribe and 
would not be detrimental to the surround- 


The Mohegan and Menominee Tribes have had a 
relationship that goes back for decades. During the 
1940s, artists in the Menominee Tribe teamed up 
with Mohegan seamstresses Ruth Tantaquidgeon 
and Harriet Strickland to form a cooperative ven- 
ture. The Mohegan women crafted skirts and 
blouses and the Menominee women sewed colorful 
cotton applique trim to adorn the clothing. These 
items were sold in a small outbuilding dubbed "Our 
Little Shoppe" at the Tantaquidgeon Homestead in 
Uncasville, Conn. Mohegan Tribal member Marie 
LaVigne models one of those blouses. 




ing community. Before the Bl A can grant 
final approval, Wisconsin Gov. Jim Doyle 
must concur with the Bl A's determination. 

Thousands of local jobs 

Chairwoman Delabreau said the M enomi- 
nee are committed to building a facility that 
will be an asset to Kenosha. Specific site 
plans for the casino are being devel- 
oped, she said, adding that her tribe 
wants to work with Kenosha lead- 
ers and the local community to 
develop a final facility plan. 

"The people of Kenosha 
showed in a 1998 referendum 
that they support the idea of 
locating a casino in Kenosha,” 

Chairwoman Delabreau said. "Our 
research and feasibility studies show that a 
M enominee gaming facility will be a posi- 
tive addition to the region. It will create 
thousands of local jobs, bring hundreds of 
thousands of visitors to the Kenosha area, 
spark other positive local economic devel- 
opment and provide other local direct and 
indirect benefits.” 

The proposed project would be the most 
lucrative casino in Wisconsin. The M enom- 
ineeTribe estimates that the casino alone 


would generate $350 million to $450 mil- 
lion a year. 

According to the M enomineeTribe, the 
casino would employ 2,700 to 3,500 part- 
time and full-time employees, with an 
annual payroll of $70 million to $80 mil- 
lion. Suppliers and employee spending 
would generate another 2,000 to 2,500 
jobs. U p to 1,000 temporary jobs would be 
created during construction, which would 
provide up to $70 million in wages. 

Additional revenue from the development 
would be generated by other businesses 
linked to the casino, casino suppliers and 
spinoff spending for other area businesses, 
the tribe says. 

T he development plans call for a 
160,000-square-foot casino that would 
include 2,500 to 3,000 slot machines and 
table games. An upscale, 200-room hotel, 
a multi-use entertainment facility, 
restaurants, a conference center 
and possible indoor water park 
are planned in conjunction 
with the casino, Chairwoman 
D elabreau said. 

The M enominee Indian 
Tribe of W isconsin has existed 
in what is now W isconsin and 
upper M ichigan for more than 

12,000 years. The tribe, one of W iscon- 
sin's poorest, has 8,000 enrolled members 
and operates numerous social service, edu- 
cational and health programs for its mem- 
bers. 

"The land that is now W isconsin has 
been home to the M enominee for thou- 
sands of years. We care about this state, we 
care about Kenosha, and we want to have a 
positive impact on the future," C hair- 
woman Delabreau said. 4- 
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Connecticut Sun to open its second W N BA season in M ay 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

The Connecticut Sun begins its 
second season in the Women's 
National Basketball Association 
(W N BA) in M ay after a successful 
first season. The Sun reached the 
Eastern Conference finals before 
losing to the eventual W N BA 
champion Detroit Shock last 
September. 

T he Sun opens its schedule on 
M ay 22 at the M ohegan Sun 
Arena against the Phoenix M er- 
cury in a nationally-televised game 
on ABC. The buzz surrounding 
the game is that it may be the 
W N BA debut of U niversity of 
Connecticut guard/forward D iana 
Taurasi — last year's national play- 
er of the year. 

T he M ercury holds the number- 
one WN BA draft pick, which puts 
the team in a position to select 
Taurasi as its first pick. 

In the off-season, Sun team offi- 
cials have been looking to acquire 
younger players through the draft 
as it had the oldest players in the 
league last year. 

Just after the playoff-ending loss 
to Detroit, the Sun said goodbye 
to seven-year veteran Rebecca 
Lobo, 30, who retired. Lobo led 
the U niversity of C onnecticut to 
its first national championship in 



Nykesha Sales, Connecticut Sun guard/ 
forward, begins her sixth season in the 
WNBA. The former University of Con- 
necticut all-time leading scorer and 
five-time WNBA All-Star averaged a 
career-high 16.1 points a game for the 
Sun last season. 

1995 and went on to be one of the 
WN BA's original players in 1997. 

In January, the Sun traded four- 
time WN BA All Star Shannon 
"Pee Wee" Johnson to the San 
Antonio Silver Stars as part of a 
deal that also involves a swap of 


draft picks. Connecticut now has 
the 4th, 8th, 16th, 24th and 29th 
picks in the draft which, in all like- 
lihood, will launch a much-needed 
youth movement on this year's 
team. 

"W hile Shannon was obviously a 
major part of our success last sea- 
son, we believe this trade will ulti- 
mately give us the best opportunity 
to improve our team," said Sun 
General M anager Chris Sienko. 
"And we know that if we are to 
attain our goal of winning a 
W N BA title, we must get better." 

TheWN BA goes on hiatus for 
the month of August when the 
2004 Olympic Games will beheld 
in Athens. 

School visits 

D uring the off-season, Sun play- 
ers N ykesha Sales, D ebbie Black 
and Assistant Coach Bernadette 
M attox made a series of appear- 
ances around Connecticut in con- 
junction with Black H istory 
M onth during February. 

T hey visited a number of ele- 
mentary schools to speak with 
students about the importance of 
reading and how it helps in day- 
to-day life. 

Black also made an appearance at 
the H asbro Children's H ospital in 
Providence, R.l . + 



2004 SCHEDULE 


PRE-SEASON 

May 8 

Chinese National Team 7 p.m. 

May 10 

@ Houston 

8 p.m. 

May 13 

Los Angeles 

7 p.m. 

REGULAR SEASON 

May 22 

Phoenix 

4 p.m. /ABC 

May 25 

Houston 

7 p.m. 

May 27 

Los Angeles 

7 p.m. 

June 3 

Charlotte 

7 p.m. 

June 4 

@ Washington 

7 p.m. 

June 6 

Detroit 

4 p.m. 

June 9 

@ Phoenix 

3 p.m. 

June 11 

@ Seattle 

10 p.m. 

June 12 

@ Sacramento 

10 p.m. 

June 14 

@ Los Angeles 10:30 p.m. 

June 18 

Charlotte 

7 p.m. 

June 20 

Washington 

4 p.m. 

June 22 

@ Indiana 

8 p.m. 

June 25 

Detroit 

7 p.m. 

June 27 

@ Detroit 

6 p.m. 

June 30 

Washington 

7 p.m. 

July 6 

Indiana 

7 p.m. 

July 9 

Sacramento 

7 p.m. 

July 11 

@ Indiana 

6 p.m. 

July 14 

@ Minnesota 

1 p.m. 

July 15 

@ San Antonio 

8 p.m. 

July 17 

@ Houston 

8:30 p.m. 

July 21 

@ Detroit 

11:30 p.m. 

July 22 

Minnesota 

8 p.m./ESPN2 

July 24 

San Antonio 

12 p.m./Oxygen 

July 30 

@ Washington 

7 p.m. 

July 31 

@ New York 

7:30 p.m. 

OLYMPIC BREAK 

Sept. 1 

@ Charlotte 

7 p.m. 

Sept. 3 

New York 

7 p.m. 

Sept. 10 

@ New York 

7:30 p.m. 

Sept. 12 

Seattle 

2 p.m./ESPN2 

Sept. 15 

@ Charlotte 

7 p.m. 

Sept. 17 

New York 

7 p.m. 

Sept. 19 

Indiana 

12 p.m./Oxygen 


U .S. DavisCup team defeats Austria at M ohegan Sun Arena 


Jim M cM ahon sinks 
tourney's winning putt 



Mohegan Tribal member Bethany Seidel, Mohe- 
gan Sun's Vice President of Marketing, presents 
the first-prize check to former Chicago Bears 
quarterback J im McMahon, left, and former 
National Hockey League player Darren Veitch, 
winners of the Mohegan Sun Celebrity Players 
Tour Team Championship at Pautipaug Country 
Club in Sprague, Conn., on Oct. 13. The tourna- 
ment netted more than $100,000 for the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation. Some of that money came 
from a silent auction of sports memorabilia at 
the Sportscasters' Super Ball held in the Uncas 
Ballroom at the Mohegan Sun Convention Center. 


Continued from pagel 

6-2 and M elzer, 6-4, 6-2. (Both teams agreed to 
a best-of-three-set format for matches on Feb. 8, 
after the U .S. clinched the day before.) U nleash- 
ing enormous serves and well-crafted ground- 
strokes, the 21-year-old Roddick overpowered 
the savvy, but overmatched Austrians. 

T he U .S. sealed its victory on Feb. 7 when the 
doublesteam of twins Bob and M ike Bryan van- 
quished M elzer and Julian Knowle, 6-2, 6-1, 6-4. 
Austrian Captain Gunter Bresnik replaced 
Alexander Peya, who had suffered a wrist injury, 
with M elzer just prior to the start of the doubles 
match. Bresnik also announced his retirement as 
captain and saidThomasM uster, a former num- 
ber-one-ranked player, will take over the team. 

I n fact, the U .S. team won all its matches in a 
lopsided fashion, except for a thrilling come- 
from-behind win by the 2 5th -ranked American 
Robby Ginepri on Feb. 6. 

Ginepri fell behind by two sets to Austria's 
M elzer. But the American rallied, fought back to 
even the match and then coasted 6-2 in the fifth 
set to become the only American in hisU.S. 

D avis C up debut to come back from a two-set 


deficit to win 6-7 (6), 4-6, 6-4, 6-4, 6-2. 

Ginepri won his second singles match over 
Koubek, 7-5, 6-2 to close out the event. 

T he U nited States hopes to capture the D avis 
Cup for the first time since 1995 when theU .S. 
defeated Russia 3-2. Roddick hopes to be part of 
a resurgent U .S. team for a long time to come. 

"I'm very committed to playing DavisCup," 
he said. "I love the guys I'm with. That has a lot 
to do with it." 

The United StatesTennis Association (USTA) 
hosted a dinner on Feb. 7 in the M ohegan Sun 
Arena to honor both D avis C up teams. 

M ohegan Tribal ViceChairman Peter Schultz 
addressed the gathering and thanked the U ST A 
for choosing M ohegan Sun as the opening site 
for this year's Davis Cup competition. 

Bruce Bozsum "Two Dogs," M ohegan Pipe 
Carrier, along with Cultural Outreach Coordi- 
nator Shane Long and 10 drummers of the 
U nity of N ations drum group presented a wel- 
coming song and dance. 

"Two D ogsT then performed a smudge cere- 
mony and said a prayer in the M ohegan lan- 
guage, followed by a closing honor song. + 




PHOTOS BY BILL GUCFA 


MOON OFTHE PEEPING FROGS 2004 


PAGE 11 


rj ;Y»Yc 


M ohegan Sun combat under-age gaming and drinking 


ID scanners help 

As part of its continued efforts to 
deter under-age gaming and drink- 
ing, M ohegan Sun has installed 
identification and age-verification 
technology. 

T he electronic scanners read the 
bar codes on drivers licenses and 
provide M ohegan Sun security offi- 
cers and bartenders with a customer's 
actual license number, date of birth 
and gender. If an ID is found to be 
fake, the customer is not allowed to 
purchase an alcoholic beverage or 
enter the gaming floor. 

The units are now in M ohegan 
Sun's bars, restaurants, Arena and 
Cabaret, as well as all the entrances 
to the casino. 

T he scanners also have been 


installed at currency exchange areas 
and credit facilities to prevent eco- 
nomic losses caused by identity 
fraud. The scanners will verify 
identification when guests cash 
checks or claim jackpots. 

T he I D -C heck and I D entiScan 
units are provided by I ntelli-C heck 
Inc., the acknowledged leader in 
advanced document and age verifi- 
cation systems. 

"T here is no doubt that this tech- 
nology is a great addition for us,” 
said M itchell Etess, M ohegan Sun's 
Executive Vice President of M ar- 
keting. "This is another step in our 
campaign to deter under-age drink- 
ing and gambling in Connecticut.” 
Last October, M ohegan Sun and 


state legislators unveiled a public 
education campaign to inform 
young people of a new state law 
providing stronger penalties for 
people under age 21 caught trying 
to gamble or drink at Connecticut's 
casinos. 

U nder the law that went into effect 
on 0 ct. 1, people under age 21 who 
attempt to gamble and drink at 
M ohegan Sun or Foxwoods Resort 
Casino will be fined and possibly 
jailed for up to 30 days 

Prior to passage of this law, young 
people caught breaking the rules 
could only be escorted off the 
reservation. Some would return 
later to try again. N ow M ohegan 
Tribal Police can turn minors over 


to State Police for arrest. 

M ohegan Tribal Chairman Mark 
F. Brown said, "The number of 
young people who try gaming or 
drinking at M ohegan Sun isn't 
large, but there had been repeat 
offenders who were not deterred by 
the limited punishment they 
received. This law will close that 
loophole.” 

I n support of the new law, M ohe- 
gan Sun launched a radio and 
newspaper advertising campaign to 
educate the public about under-age 
gaming and warn minors of the 
consequences if they are caught. 
The campaign emphasizes the 
slogan: "One decision can change 
all your plans forever." T 


Casino adds 261 slot machines 
in renovated former poker room 



Cutting the ribbon 
to open Mohegan 
Sun's new slot 
machine lounge 
are, from left, 
Tribal Councilor 
Maynard Strick- 
land, Tribal Chair- 
man Mark F. 
Brown, Recording 
Secretary/Tribal 
Councilor Shirley 
M. Walsh, Ambas- 
sador J ayne Faw- 
cett and Tribal 
Councilor Glenn 
LaVigne. 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

M ohegan Sun has opened an 
area with 261 new slot machines, 
replacing the poker room, which 
closed last September. 

In a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
on N ov. 20, members of the 
Tribal Council used giant scissors 
to cut a yellow ribbon at the 
entrance to the room. M ohegan 
Pipe Carrier Bruce Bozsum "Two 
D ogS' performed a smudge cere- 
mony, blessing the area. 

Located in the Casino of the 
Earth, the room has 239 slot 
machines that accept $1 and 22 
slots that take $5. Equipped with 
ticket-in, ticket-out technology 
that is new to M ohegan Sun, the 
slot machines operate like other 
slots at the casino, but will accept 
and dispense tickets. The area 
also features a lounge with tables, 
chairs and couches where patrons 
may relax. 

"The ticket-in, ticket-out tech- 
nology gives a lot of versatility to 
patrons when gaming," said 
M ohegan Tribal Chairman M ark 
F. Brown during the ceremony. 

"T he room has a great feel to it." 

If they don't want to use tickets, 



patrons may use tokens or cur- 
rency to play on the machines in 
the room. At the end of play, a 
machine will dispense either 
tokens or a ticket for any credits 
accumulated. Cash-outs for wins 
of $50 or less will be paid out in 
tokens only. 

T he full-service 7,000-square- 
foot room, renovated at a cost of 
$7 million, offers two self-service 
kiosks where patrons can cash in 
tickets for currency and a coin 
cage counter to purchase tokens, 
exchange currency and redeem 
tokens and tickets. 

T he machines carry such new 
names as "Richie Rich T riple 
Bonus Frenzy,” "Liberace," 
"Super M agnificent Sevens^' and 
"Andy Capp Frenzy." 

In a similar move in November 
of 2000, theT ribe closed its 
bingo hall and opened a smoke- 
free room with 600 slot 
machines. T 



Wine& 

Weddings 

Mohegan Sun hosted the 
first annual Sun WineFest 
on J an. 24 and 25 and the 
New England Bridal Show- 
case on Feb. 8. Crowds 
jammed the Uncas Ballroom 
for both events. 

At the Bridal Showcase, 
top, spectators watch an 
engaged couple pose for a 
photo in front of the 
"World's Largest Wedding 
Cake," which weighed 
15,000 pounds and was 
16 feet tall. Created by 
Mohegan Sun's pastry chefs, 
it shattered the world record 
for the largest wedding cake 
in the "Guinness Book of 
World Records." The seven- 
tiered, mega-pastry was 
made from 10,000 pounds 
of cake batter and 5,000 
pounds of creamy frosting. 

At the WineFest, Gay Story 
Hamilton, Chairman of the 
Mohegan Council of Elders, 
center, and her sister Vivian 
Wolfe taste fine vintages. 
More than 12,000 people 
sampled over 900 wines 
and dined on gourmet food 
created by celebrity chefs. 

A portion of WineFest tick- 
et sales and proceeds from 
a gala charity dinner were 
donated to the American 
Heart Association and the 
Diabetes Research 
Foundation. 
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To order your own FREE 
subscription, please complete 
and mail the form below. 

N ame: __ 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 




Mail to: N / Yd YO, 

M ohegan Tribe, 5 Crow FI ill Road, Uncasville, CT 06382 



